Save Our Rice Campaign
Report of thanal – july 2006 – june 2007

Save our Rice Campaign facilitated by Thanal, since 2004 could generate a lot of interest in the rice campaign and has brought in clarity among various organisations working on issues related to food security, food sovereignty, consumer rights etc. in many states, especially in the southern and eastern states of India.  These groups came together at Thiruvananthapuram in June 2006 to review the progress of the Campaign and also to have a clear understanding of the way forward.  The report of the one and half years of campaign was released and the future path of work discussed. 

Some of the major threats for rice cultivation in these states were discussed during the workshop.  Some common problems were identified like GE rice introduction, conversion of paddy lands (both temporary and permanent conversion), marketing issues, and protection of indigenous varieties.  The participating organisations realised during the workshop that they urgently need a state level status picture of rice cultivation along with an analysis of the situation.  It is hence decided that within a period of one year this has to be done and based on it a position paper has to be developed for advocacy work at the state level and national level.

July – September, 2006
Since July 2006 the rice campaign focussed on strengthening the network of partner organisations FEDCOT (Tamilnadu)
, Nagarika Seva Trust (Karnataka), Living Farms (Orissa) and SEVA (West Bengal) and also sharing information and starting discussions with them on some of the immediate issues like genetically engineered rice, National Policy for farmers, WTO, Contract Farming etc.  The interactions with the other organisations linked to the campaign through their participation in the Indian workshop on Rice is also continuing, especially as most of them respond to specific campaign actions.

At present three people work full time in the campaign.  Apart from the Coordinator S Usha, there is Sridhar R and Satheesh, who are working as Research support and Field Organisers.   Additionally Shibu K Nair, one of the coordinators in Thanal also helped in the campaign by giving his time for design of campaign materials, documenting the national consultation workshop etc.  

In the months of July, August and September 2006, the following activities happened in the campaign

Kerala 
The main focus areas of the campaign in Kerala, was at Wyanad and Palakkad. Along with this we also started some policy level interactions at the State level, especially with the State Planning board and agriculture experts. Interactions with schools and colleges are also continuing in earnest.  

Wyanad District

In Wyanad, where the agrarian crisis is at its peak we organised three meetings in July.  This particular district saw the maximum number of farmer suicides in Kerala.  This district is also one of the focal areas of the rice campaign.  In the earlier phase, a Nelvayal Koottaima (Paddy Collective) was formed, with paddy farmer representation from all the panchayaths.  Two meetings at Manathavady and Ambalavayal were attended by farmers, members of local self government and activists.  One meeting was with members of a village library – the Pazhashi Library at Mananthavady who are active in addressing social issues in the area.  This meeting was to discuss with them the agrarian crisis in the country, and the threats to our food security.  The meeting was attended by many young people, and there were heated discussions.  As a continuation of the process one to one discussions were held with key people such as leading farmers and organisations, agriculture department officers, the lead bank manager and the officers of the District Co-operative bank, members of the District Panchayath, Veterinary officers, diary officers, social workers etc. regarding the issue.   

Palakkad District
In Palakkad, discussions were held with the members of National Farmers Protection Committee who are mainly paddy cultivators, and with whom we are planning field level activities and training programmes.    We attended their meetings and presented the problems of Genetic Modification of crops, especially rice.  The meeting decided to say ‘No’ to GM seeds.  The booklet on GM, prepared as part of the campaign were distributed to farmers in the meeting.  It has been decided to give training on organic farming to the farmers in the month of November, since it is the post-harvest season, and farmers would be free to attend meetings only then.  Discussions were held with individual farmers regarding organic farming and conservation of traditional varieties.  Some young farmers were interested in the idea and have agreed to take up some initiative.

We also had discussions with the Director of Regional Rice Research Centre at Pattambi regarding our campaign.  

Kalady Consortium

Kalady, a village near Angamaly is the hub of the rice milling industry in Kerala.  They have now come together as a consortium to expand their business, and have started value added productions from their mills.  Their main source of paddy is the Palakkad and Thrissur regions, and they also collect rice from other areas.  Closer interactions were made with Kalady mill owners consortium on the campaign.  Printed materials regarding the campaign were sent to them.  They are promoting organic rice cultivation. 

Adat Grama Panchayath

In 2004, we had started an interaction with the Adat Grama Panchayath, which has kol paddy lands, a wetland paddy cultivation system. Realising the ecological disasters caused by intensive chemical farming the Panchayath decided to convert itself into an organic panchayath.  As the preliminary step towards this the entire paddy cultivation of 3000 acres avoided using pesticides during the last season.  This year they are trying to reduce the use of chemical fertilizers by half.  We visited the panchayath and met the President of the Panchayath.  He shared his programme and ideas.  Field visit were also made and detailed discussions was made with the Secretary of the ‘Chathan kol’ Farmers Society.  

Other meetings

Apart from these planned activities, the campaign team also participated or addressed other meetings.  One of these meetings was a group of students from a college in Thiruvananthapuram district on Agriculture, food and health;  followed by a discussion on GE rice. 

We have also started an interaction with the Ayurveda doctors of Kerala (traditional healing system, which uses many crops and their wild relatives) on the issue of genetic modification in food crops to make them understand the implications of this technology.

On 17th September, the villagers of Eloor-Edayar near Kochi, under the leadership of Periyar Malineekarana Virudha Samithi convened a public meeting of “Declaring their Rights” against the polluting industrial estate – the third worst toxic hotspot in India.  We attended this meeting in solidarity.  Eloor-Edayar had rich rice fields( a unique system of cultivation of rice in salt water called Pokkali) now lying destroyed and contaminated by industrial chemicals and pesticide production factories.  

Policy level activities

Discussions were started with the members of the new Planning Board of Kerala anf the officials of the agriculture department on reviving paddy cultivation in Kerala, rejuvenation of agriculture in the state through ecological farming and preventing farmer suicides.  Paddy has found a renewed interest in Kerala, with the State Planning Board stating in as much terms that highest priority be given to paddy and food security.  

The Kerala Planning Board has put up the draft approach paper for the 11th five Year Plan and it was discussed in three different meetings at Trivandrum, Kochi and Wyanad.  Usha participated in the Trivandrum meeting, and Satheesh in the Kochi and Wyanad meeting.  In the Wyanad meeting, the Paddy Collective (Nelvayal Koottaima) could also participate.  Issues like need for giving prime importance to nature and natural resources, protection of wetlands and midland hills, providing safe feed to people etc. were raised. 

On 28th July, the Government of Kerala invited NGO participation for a preliminary discussion on the Forest Policy for the state.  We attended the meeting and submitted our concerns especially on the issue of pesticides and GM crops.  We reiterated the need to keep Kerala a GM-free State. 

Advocacy 

We also interacted with other senior officers of the Kerala agriculture department as well as other decision makers.  The chairman of the Kerala Legislative Environmental Committee was also briefed about the threat of Genetic modification and the problems in the draft national policy for farmers.  The newly published booklet on genetic modification was presented to him.  

On 22nd September, we attended the meeting of the Kissan Sabha, a prominent farmers organization.   They had invited Usha to join the team to develop a document – a road map for agriculture in the State. 

Sridhar also travelled to Calcutta for a meeting on Biodiversity and IPR issues on 8th and 9th September 2006.  This was organized by Kalpavriksh, GRAIN and iied.  He also visited SEVA on 10th and 11th September for planning the activities of this programme.
Tamilnadu 
In Tamilnadu, we focus on two main areas.  One is the advocacy, information and campaign support to the FEDCOT, CREATE and the Tamilnadu Organic Agriculturist Movement, especially on the issues of GM in rice, impacts of liberalisation on farming sector and policy questions.  The other is the field level campaign work in the Kanyakumari District.

Kanyakumari District
Kanyakumari District is a predominantly paddy area, which is fast losing their paddy lands to construction and cash crops. We have started interactions with the farmers, consumer organisations, schools, traders etc in Nagercoil.  On the 9th – 11th of July, Jutta Werdes of EED visited us.  She also travelled to Nagercoil along with us and met Sri Ponnambalam of FEDCOT and the President of the District Consumer Protection Forum.  We also visited a rice village near Nagercoil, where we had interactions and training programme on organic rice cultivation.  The campaign team visited Nagercoil to discuss the various programmes, and it has been decided that the save our rice campaign will start among the schools in Kanyakumari District, with a launch on the World Food Day on October 16th 2006.  The idea is to start by conducting elocution and essay competitions.  About 15 schools will be involved in the programme, where the students will start studying the issue of availability of food, vis-à-vis rice lands and tanks9 water sources linkd to paddy lands) and also about the traditions, culture etc.  Workshops for teachers and the research team of students are also planned in the next quarterly.

Advocacy meetings 
The main advocacy activity in Tamilnadu was to support the anti-GM campaign where the Tamilnadu Organic Agriculturist Movement and the FEDCOT is involved.  We attended a meeting at Madurai of the Indian Social Forum at Lady Dukes College Campus on 12th August 2006 where GM threat on food sovereignty was presented and discussed. 

In the end of August, we attended two meetings at Chennai – one with the media along with FEDCOT and the TN Organic Agriculturists Movement.  On 26th of August we also attended a meeting of FEDCOT for Consumers where both the Rice Campaign and the GM issue were discussed.  

Karnataka 

In the first quarter of the campaign, we could not take up the activities in Karnataka, as it was more of a consolidation period, and we are yet to sit together with the partner organisations for planning the activities in Karnataka.  Nevertheless, we continued to attend meetings. 
Meeting at Dharwad 
We could participate in the meeting organised by Karnataka Rajya Raitha Sangha (KRRS) in Dharwad.  One of the meetings was on WTO and one was on the threat of genetic engineering in agriculture.  Usha addressed these meetings for the farmers. She also discussed about rice campaign with the core team of KRRS.   

Meeting at Humpi 

A two day meeting of farmers regarding traditional seeds conservation was organised by Green Foundation of Bangalore in collaboration with Humpi University in Humpi University Campus.  The meeting discussed may serious issues like the seed bill, dangers of chemical farming, threats of genetic modification etc.  A brief presentation on genetic modification was made on behalf of the save our rice team.  The farmers, many of them traditional farmers and seed savers rejected the introduction of GM seed. Threats faced by cotton farmers of Andhra Pradesh after the use of Bt-cotton was shared during the discussion.  A Memorandum requesting rejection of GE seeds from India, signed by all the Farmers were sent to the GEAC.  Another Memorandum was send to the Chief Minister of Karnataka regarding the importance of Conserving Traditional seeds.   

West Bengal

Our relationship with the organisation Society for Equitable Voluntary Actions (SEVA) during the co-organising of the regional workshops in the earlier phase, has helped in developing the rice campaign in West Bengal.  Initially it is decided to concentrate the actions in two districts where they have their direct field level work.  
From 7th to 11th of September, Sridhar visited Calcutta.  An intention of this visit was to attend the Biodiversity meeting organised by GRAIN, Kalpavriksh and DDS.  In the two days of meeting a number of issues pertaining to Biodiversity Act and the IPR regime was discussed.  This meeting decided on a total rejection of the present paradigm that the GOI’s Biodiversity Act is putting forward.  After the meeting he visited SEVA at the Atgorah Village.  He had detailed discussion on the future of Rice Campaign in Bengal and activities that they would coordinate.  A detailed proposal for the same was also finalised at this meeting.  He then had a discussion with Secretary of SEVA regarding the support that they need to raise to take forward the rice campaign.   

SEVA has already started interactions with farmers and farmer’s organisations and are spreading the message of the rice campaign in farmers meetings.  
Orissa

An organisation called Living Farms has come forward to coordinate the rice campaign in Orissa.  They have already started networking and bringing together the various groups of NGOs and farmers organisations.  They have also started campaign against Genetically Modified rice, field trials of which are planned by ICAR in the next year.  They have also started talking to elected representatives.  A detailed plan of action for the campaign is only evolving.  
International meetings 
Usha attended the ‘Asian peasant scientist conference on Best Ecological Practices in the first week of August in Manila, Philippines organised by PANAP, SIBAT and EED.  On the last day PANAP organised a discussion on ‘Week of Rice Action (WORA)’ to be held in the month of March-April 2007, with interested groups from different Asian countries.  It is decided that in India Thanal will coordinate the activities related to this.  Discussions were held with partners in other states and a tentative plan has been developed.  

Media-based activities  
The team published a number of articles, letters etc in the mainstream media and local magazines on the National Farmers Policy, the US pressure on India for food import, genetic engineering in agriculture, farmer suicide in the context of introduction of genetically modified seeds.  The partner organisations, especially in Tamilnadu, West Bengal and Orissa could also publish a number of articles and carry radio news items, based on the save our rice campaign.  In Kanyakumari, the All India Radio broadcasts a talk on rice campaign every week, where all the speakers of the workshop on save our rice were invited and recorded.  Usha could also participate in a few live discussions in the visual media.  Satheesh published an article in a prominent environmental magazine based on the critique we prepared on the farmers policy.  We could also address the media in Chennai regarding the rice campaign and the threat of GE rice.

Campaign on Genetically Modified crops 
The introduction of GM crops has become a serious threat in India, especially with the problems widely reported from the Bt-Cotton sown areas, and the farmer suicides.  The Genetic Engineering approval Committee (GEAC) is also moving ahead with the permission for Bt-Brinjal and field trials for other food crops including rice.  Golden rice and salt-resistent varieties are expected to be released for field trials.  A letter campaign against genetic modification in food crops – rice, brinjal, mustard and potato has been going on, and we joined the national campaign by organisations from other states.  Letters were sent by us and the campaign partners to the Prime Minister, Chief Ministers and other important political leaders.  This campaign played a significant role in getting the Government to go slow on this issue.  Review committees have been setup by the GEAC following the concerns raised by the civil society and farmers organisations.   We also joined the ‘GM – Free India coalition’ to meet the Central environmental minister and Central health minister to brief them about the GM issue.  

A booklet on GM crops (in Malayalam) has been published and is being used for the campaign.  The booklet matter was also published in a local Malayalam magazine. A poster has been designed by Shibu K Nair and is being vetted.  

Policy level activities – National Commission of Farmers

For the first time in the country, and following the increasing debt situation of farmers, and farmer suicides, the Central Government setup a National Commission for Farmers under the chairmanship of Dr M S Swaminathan.  This Commission has now come up with a ‘Draft National Policy for farmers’ in which there are some efforts to address farming sector issues.  But the overall policy’s thrust is still to continue the mistakes of the green revolution, this time with the frontier technologies like GM, and calling it the Ever-green revolution. The Commission held state level consultations in order to get responses from stake holders.  The campaign team decided to respond to this policy document, and also have wider discussions of these before responding.  After consultations with experts and farmer organisations, we along with the Centre for Development Studies, Trivandrum organised a discussion on 22nd July 2006 with selected experts and activists, with field level experiences. This group comprised of people working in different spheres of life viz. Farmers, Agriculturists, experts, media person, people working on tourism, people working in water related issues, social scientists, etc. apart from our team.  

The critical points raised during this discussion were compiled and made into a critique which was sent to all in the rice campaign network.  It helped them to participate in the state level consultations on the draft policy and media also took up this issue because of the active involvement of various groups.  Usha and Sridhar participated in the state level consultation on NCF in Kerala on the 25th of July 2006.  The critique was widely circulated. A critic on draft National Policy for farmers was published in a the  Magazine, Soochimukki (Malayalam)

Agrarian Crisis and Farmer Suicides
Much concern and debate is going on in the country regarding the plight of the rural sector in the country, and we were part of the discussion, more so because of our network with organisations working on this, and also because Kerala is also a seriously impacted state.  The policies of the country on agriculture and the liberalisation which started in the early 1990s have devastated the farmers’ lives all over the country – especially the small and marginal farmers.  

Usha joined a group that went to Vidharbha and learnt the situation of farmers in this worst hit area.  We have also started a process for reviving the farming situation in Wyanad.  Though this is not directly linked to this campaign, nevertheless, the deterioration of rice cultivation has a direct implication on the agrarian situation. We had a discussion with Dr. Sharadini Rath of CBPS, Bangalore on farmer suicide issue – and we plan to help develop an alternate agriculture policy for Wayanad to intervene in the local planning process in the context of Wayanad relief package.  The discussion was centered around the methodology and approach for a study to be conducted in Wayanad.

We also facilitated a discussion on this in Wayanad along with Paddy Protection Forum Wayanad, and Centre for Development Studies which has done a study on the issue of farmer suicides.  Paddy land protection and rejuvenation of paddy cultivation has become a discussion in Wayanad among farmers, activists and the local government. 

Advocacy Activities on Trade-related issues – WTO and FTA’s 

The Campaign team was also following up with the trade related issues especially, the impact of WTO & FTA.  The farmers in India are threatened by the negotiations to finalise the WTO Agreement on Agriculture modalities.  India is also negotiating many other FTA’s  that have serious implications for farmers.  The indirect implications of the trade and market liberalisation policies such as Foreign Direct Investment, Contract farming, Multi-national retail opening into the rural side, future trading of food grains, and opening of private procurement of food grains etc have made the agriculture sector in the country a disaster.  For the first time in two decades wheat was imported.  For the first time in the history of Indian agriculture, farmers are suiciding due to debt. The campaign team joined other experts and organisations in India to question this and has been pressurising the government not to succumb to US pressure on India to open the rice and other agriculture produce market as well as the agriculture sector to GE crops.

October – December,  2006

During this quarter, in Tamilnadu, we focus on two main areas.  One is the advocacy, information and campaign support to the FEDCOT and also the Tamilnadu Organic Agriculturist Movement, especially on the issues of GM in rice, impacts of liberalisation on farming sector and policy questions.  The other is the field level campaign work in Kanyakumari District. The discussions had taken much ground and when the farmers movements destroyed the field trials of GM Rice near Coimbatore, even the Government was made aware of the dangers of such crops and the failure of biosafety norms in the country.  

The main focus areas of the campaign in Kerala, was to address and highlight the agrarian crisis and farmer suicides issue in Wyanad, and trying to bring to better understanding the actual issues underlying the crisis.  Meanwhile, we have started policy level interactions at the State level, especially with the state planning board and agriculture experts. Interactions with schools and colleges are also continuing in earnest.  

At present the working arrangement is two people full time in the programme, as Programme coordinator (Usha S) and Field Organiser (Sridhar R).  They are coordinating the activities with other partner groups in other States – Tamilnadu and Karnataka.  Satheesh is also helping with coordinating activities in Karnataka. 

In the months of October to December 2006, the following activities happened in the campaign

Workshops and Seminars

The following workshops and seminars were organised as part of the programme

Kerala :

From 26th September to 1st of October, the team visited Wyanad.  On, 27th we visited the District Panchayath and met with members of the panchayath.  On 28th, we visited farmers, village officer and panchayath  at the worst affected (due to debt and farmer suicides) panchayaths of Mullankolly and Pulpally.  On 29th, we visited Ambalavayal panchayath and interacted with the bank officials as well as the farmers organization leaders there.  On 1st October, a meeting was organized jointly with the Centre for Development Studies (CDS) at Sulthan Battery, where the farmer suicides issue and the agrarian crisis was discussed based on a presentation of research findings by Dr K N Nair, the Director of CDS.  The meeting was well attended by a good cross section of farmers, leaders and officials and the outcome would be published by CDS in their final report.  

A meeting was organized by the Kissan Jyothi Farmers Club at Vaduvanchal along with Thanal on the issues facing the farmer on 8th November 2006.  The meeting was attended by farmer club members and there were good interactions.  Future areas of collaborative work were also identified.  There was need to develop seed banks and also to support the Club with training in Organic farming and field visits to farmers in other states who have taken the sustainable farming ways.  On 7th November, we also visited the Pulpally Panchayath and had a detailed discussion with government officers. 

Food Security, Food Sovereignty and need to revive rice cultivation and culture was discussed in detail with the children who are members of the Community Led Environmental Action Network (CLEAN-Trivandrum) students. Usha spoke to the children and an  interesting interaction followed, with children showing keen interest and asking a number of questions.  A display of traditional seeds collected in the Rice Campaign also increased the enthusiasm of the children. 

Tamilnadu

On 16th October 2006, the Children’s workshop on Rice and Food Sovereignty was organized in Nagercoil.  More than 100 students from 15 schools attended the meeting.  This was also the launch of a study programme for children about Rice and Food sovereignty issues.  The Kanyakumari Consumer Protection Forum, FEDCOT and Thanal jointly organized this workshop. A few planning meetings were organized with FEDCOT before this event. 

On 25th November, we were invited to address the largest women’s collective of SHG’s – Malar in Nagercoil.  About 300 SHG leaders spread across the Kanyakumari District attended this meeting.   

Indian Farmers Day, 23rd December 2006 

In December 23rd 2006, the Indian Farmers day was celebrated in Thanjavore and in Trivandrum (on 21st December ).  This day has been commemorated as the Indian Farmers Day, and over time it has been forgotten by the Government.  Now, we revived this and in Thanjavor, for the first time this was commemorated with a large meeting, workshop and public rally where farmers, consumers and traders participated with support from organisations from the four southern states as well as a few northern states of India. A detailed report of the events is attached herewith as Annexure 1.  This was jointly organised along with organisations in Tamilnadu, Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh. The meeting attended by 1300 farmers came out with a strong declaration against GM crops and on other agrarian issues facing the farmers. 
Other meetings 

From 6th October 2006 to 12th October 2006, Sridhar traveled to Geneva to attend the Conference of Parties – 3 of the Rotterdam treaty, which was primarily about the trade regulations of hazardous substances.  As an observer of the Pesticide Action Network, this visit was important and timely, as endosulfan, a toxic pesticide was being taken up for regulation in the treaty.  He could also present the case of endosulfan poisoning in Kasaragod, and the impact of pesticide use on farming communities and public.

On October 30th, Sridhar attended the meeting organized for stakeholders on the issue of sensitive list for WTO by UNCTAD and the Ministry of Commerce at Chennai. Farmers who came to the meeting declared that India should not go ahead with the discussions on Agriculture in the WTO.  A report was made and sent to the Ministry as well as the State Government highlighting the farmers perspective that came out of the meeting.  

Usha was invited by students of Tavanur Agricultural Engineering College, where she discoursed on the Agrarian crisis and the remedial way forward. She also attended a meeting at the ZWC on the Rural Womens Day. The Women at the Centre then came up with a statement against Genetically Modified Crops. 

In November, Usha and Jayakumar also visited SEVA to attend their farmers festival.  The opportunity was used to have detailed planning meetings with the SEVA team on the future course of this programme. 

In December 8th and 9th, the Centre for Sustainable Agriculture organised a meeting to discuss the issues arising out of the Indo-US Knowledge Initiative on Agriculture.  Both Usha and Sridhar attended this meeting.

Advocacy and Policy-level activities

Subsequent to the team being  involved in the planning process in Kerala for the Eleventh Five Year Plan.  The State planning Board invited Usha to the Agro-ecosystem and the Field and Plantation Crops committees and Sridhar to the Environment Committee and in these months they were additionally tied up with working on the plan document.   This was an important activity, especially in the context of a growing agriculture and resource base depletion in the State.

The discussion on the National Farmers Policy continued, and the NCF meanwhile has come out with their final report. This was also discussed with other groups in the network. 

We also participated and actively debated the Agriculture Debt Relief Commission Bill that the Kerala State Government was proposing.  This year the State Government has declared a Minimum Support Price of Rs. 8.50 for paddy in Kerala (which is Rs. 2.20 more than that provided by the Central Government) , which has been a result of continuous demand of the farmers.  This declaration and assured procurement by the State has been a great relief to the farmers.

Media-based activities  

The team continued to publish a number of articles, letters etc in the mainstream media and local magazines. Usha was interviewed in the Amritha TV on the Agrarian crisis. Articles were also written and published by Usha on GE Rice, farmers suicides etc. The news on the Independent Expert Committee setup by Thanal and CAS on Bt Brinjal was carried in the Amritha TV, Keraleeyam and Mathrubhoomi (both vernacular papers).

Campaign on Genetically Modified crops 

The campaign against the opening up of farm fields for GM crops continued with the campaign team using all the meetings to discuss this issue and take opinion from various sectors of people.  Discussions on the GM free village in TN and Kerala has also started with the local organisations.  

The planning for the Indian Farmers Day meeting of South Indian Farmers slated for 23rd December 2006,  highlighting the issue of GM crops and food, has started, with the first level discussions with FEDCOT at Trivandrum in November.  
January – march, 2007


While continuing with organising meeting with farmers groups as well as advocacy work, the main thrust area for this quarter was the organising of the “Week of Rice Action” where meetings were planned and organised in Kerala, Karnataka, Orissa and West Bengal. For this many smaller meetings were organised and discussions conducted.  In most places we ensured active participation of the Government officials in the Agriculture department as well as State Ministers as well. 

The main events in the quarter were

Workshops and Meetings 

Farmers’ meeting at Vazhakkulam, Kerala 

Jwala , a progressive social activist group from Ernakulam district organised a meeting of farmers on January 2nd at Vazhakkulam which is known as the pine apple city of Kerala. Usha from Thanal was invited as the resource person for this meeting to talk about changes in the national policies and its implications for the farmers. Usha and Babychan attended the meeting. Around 80 farmers attended the meeting. 

Meeting at CSE, New Delhi

A meeting was organised by the Centre for Science and Environment in New Delhi on 2nd January 2007 to review the present situation of the pesticide contamination issues in India. Sridhar attended the meeting. 

Farmers’ meeting at Palakkad

National Farmers’ Protection Council , Palakkad organised a one day meeting of paddy farmers and Satish from the Rice Campaign attended the meeting as a resource person. Satish also explained about Week of Rice Action which is being organised in the Asian countries in the month of march and the meeting decided to organise a programme in Palakkad as part of WORA.

Workshop- organised by  All India Kisan Sabha( AIKS)


AIKS 
organised a one day workshop at Women’s College Trivandrum about the approach to 11th plan, regarding agriculture development in the state. Both Usha, S and Sridhar, R were involved in the development of this document as resource people. The document prepared by a team of experts were discussed in detail by farmers, activists and planners.  This meeting was organised on the 13th of January 2007.

PGS training

Usha, S, Sridhar, R and Satish. S  participated in the training programme from 22nd- 25th January, as resource persons on the Participatory Guarantee System training held at Kovalam by the Organic Bazaar and talked about WTO and FTAs and its impact on farmers and consumers of Kerala , marketing issues, genetic engineering in agriculture and food sovereignty.

Workshop on Ecological farming

A one day workshop on ecological farming was organised by Thanal and National Farmers Protection Council (NFPC) at Muthalamada, Palakkad on 27th of January 2007. Sri. Nammalvar, Organic Agriculture Scientist from Tamilnadu took classes on various aspects of ecological farming and demonstrated the preparations of various organic inputs using locally available materials. Around 50 farmers and 3 agriculture officers and a few organic farmers attended the workshop.  

Farmers meeting at Wayanad

Organised farmers meeting in two panchayaths in Wayanad which are worst affected by drought and price fall. Satish, S, Sujatha, S and Manjusha from Thanal participated in the meetings , to understand the problems and also to find out ways of helping the farmers to get out of this crisis.  They also did extensive field visits in these panchayaths, talking to farmers and have compiled a status picture of the same.  

Land Use Policy meeting

After much demands from civil society and many organisations and individuals, the State government of Kerala, called for discussions for formulating a Land Use Policy. The main reason for this is the loss of paddy lands due to reclamation and the destruction of hills for filling up wetlands and for metal sand as construction material.  In February 22nd, a meeting was organised by the Land and Disaster Management Institute , Kerala at Trivandrum to develop a land use plan for the state. Usha, S attended the meeting and helped in drafting a document which is being discussed.  
Womens’ Day meeting

Usha spoke on women and food culture at a meeting organised by a women development wing of a church at Parassala. 

Energy Planning

Usha also participated in a meeting organised by Energy Management Centre and Planning Board of Kerala on energy planning based on biodiversity on March 21st. 

Week of Rice Action (WORA), 2007 


As part of organising the Week of Rice action (WORA-2007), Sridhar went to Orissa and Kolkota  to discuss the WORA programme with Living Farms and SEVA in the end of January.  Satish had earlier started discussion with the Nagarika Seva Trust, Guruvayankere about the WORA in December itself and in February Usha, Karsten and Sridhar attended a meeting organised by  Nagarika Seva Trust in Belthangady and had a detailed discussion with them about organising the event. Usha, Sridhar and Satish went to Palakkad to discuss with NFPC about WORA Palakkad.  Four events have been planned for the WORA in India.  This is to take place from 27th March 2007 to 4th April 2007.  The four events are at Belthangady ( Karnataka  - 27th March 2007), Palakkad (Kerala – 29th March 2007), Atgorah (West Bemgal – 2nd April 2007), Bhubaneswar (Orissa-4th April 2007).  The West Bengal and Orissa events are South Asian culmination events for WORA. 


Jayakumar, C from Thanal attended the Rice Advisory meeting of PANAP at Penang in February and finalised the plan for WORA as well as discussed about the Indian rice campaign and its proposed activities.

In March 3rd and March 13th two meeting were organised with Palakkad farmers.  The first meeting discussed in detail the organising of the WORA for the end of the month.  On March 13th, the meeting also discussed major issues facing the farmers, especially in the Palakkad District.  The meeting was attended by 40 farmers, from all over Palakkad.  
Karsten Wolff collected information on GE rice and compiled a factsheet on it. 1000 copies of it were printed for distribution during WORA .GM free India poster was also re-printed.  It was also decided to reprint the “Keep India GM Free” Poster.   

Usha was invited by UBINIG and PANAP to participate in the inaugural meeting of WORA at Tangail, Bangladesh. She spoke on the occasion and also participated in the press meeting as well as the cultural evening. These events were from March 13-15th 2007. 

The Week of Rice Action (WORA) was inaugurated in India, with a meeting on 27th March 2007 held in Mithabagilu village , Karnataka.  This was jointly organised by Thanal and Nagarika Seva Trust.  A Farmer Sri Deva Rao and his family was honoured with the “WORA-2007 Citation” for conserving 52 varieties of traditional rice seeds in the last 10 years in his land.  15 other seed savers and organic farmers were also honoured.  The Village of Mithabagilu was declared a GM Free Village, thus starting a campaign for GM Free Villages in the region.  Sri Nammalvar spoke on this occasion and honoured Sri Deva Rao.  

On 29th March 2007, a workshop was organised in Palakkad jointly with the National Farmers Protection Council.  This was presided over by the State Planning Board Member Dr K N Harilal.  Sri Chellamuthu, farmer leader from Tamilnadu and Sri Krishnaprasad from Sahaja Samrudhi, Karnataka also attended the meeting.  The meeting then concluded with action points to take up for protecting rice cultivation in the State.

On 2nd April 2007, a large farmers meeting was organised at Atgorah Village in West Bengal.  This was done in collaboration with SEVA.  This was attended by about 400 farmers and before this event small meetings were organised in villages in three districts and this event was a culmination where these villagers also participated.  The State Agriculture Minister and many scientists and officials also participated.  Dr Ricarda Steinbrecher gave the key note address explaining the issue of GM crops.  The meeting ended with a declaration that the villagers will keep their villages GM free and that they will not allow their lands to be taken for non-agriculture purposes.
On 4th April 2007, the culminating event was held in Bhubaneswar, Orissa in collaboration with Living Farms.  Here about 80 participants from various sections of the society, especially organisations spread across Orissa attended the workshop.  Participants from Kerala, Tamilnadu, Karnataka. Andhra Pradesh joined the meeting.  Devinder Sharma, Dr Ricarda, Sri Ardhendu Chetterjee were the main speakers.  This workshop was an orientation and also an advocacy workshop for the NGO’s and organisations in Orissa on issues related to agrarian situation in the country, with specific focus on Rice Campaign. 

Media events and Publications 

Keraleeyam special issue on rice

A discussion was organised on 28th January 2007 at Thrissur with the editor and management of Keraleeyam, an alternate magazine in the regional language, about publishing one special issue on rice as part of Week of Rice Action. Usha, Sridhar and Satish participated in the discussion. This issue was then brought out for the WORA-2007. 
An article on farmer suicide written by  Usha S was published by ‘One India One People’, Mumbai.  An article on  pesticide use in the High ranges and its impact was published in the souvenir of Cardamom Research Station , Kerala Agriculture University. 

Usha, S participated in a seminar organised by All India Radio at Neyyattinkara and talked about Women Empowerment and Food Security. Sridhar , R gave a talk in the All India Radio on Rice culture and its importance and the threats faced by farmers and consumers of rice. Usha, S participated in a programme- Samvadam- organised by Doordarshan and discussed about environment and development.

Research

In January, Satheesh and Sridhar continued their field study and interviews with mill owners, Mill association members etc, as a pilot survey on the Status of Rice Mills study.

april - june, 2007

As the programme for this phase – one year – was primarily running from our own funds and some support raised through HIVOS and also Pesticide Action Network for the WORA, 2007, we were not able to organise as many programmes as we planned.  Nevertheless, our advocacy work continued.  We could also not support Field Organisers in other States, but continued with our own small team coordinating the programmes along with our partner organisations.

But our partners in Tamilnadu, CREATE has now come forward to help in the administration of the campaign and this would be much helpful to take the campaign forward.  The main events of this quarter were the following.

Workshops and Meetings
Meeting on GM Food in Trivandrum

A meeting was organised in Trivandrum for scientists and a few organisations, on GM crops on April 13th.  Dr Ricarda explained in detail the science and impacts and there was a good discussion after that, leading to strategies to take up this issue in the State. 
Participatory Guarantee System 

The Participatory Guarantee System (PGS) of certification of Organic produce is now being seen in the country as an alternative to the costly third party system of certification.  Many farmer groups and NGO’s are taking this up, and in Kerala, Thanal has already started promoting this system among the small organic farmers and groups.  The PGS Council of India which is an apex body organised a meeting in Goa to share and discuss the status of PGS in various states.  Sridhar joined Babychen who is coordinating the Organic Bazaar (a Thanal programme) in this meeting from 15th to 18th of April. 

Organic Farming in Rice 

An organic farming training programme was organised on May 26th with Jwala the organisation in Vazhakulam, Kerala, for their farmers.  One of the farmers who had cropped Njavara, a medicinal variety of rice was honoured in this occasion.

GM Free India Coalition Meeting
On June 12th and 13th the GM Free India Coalition met on a strategy meeting in Bhopal.  This was attended by both Usha and Sridhar.  Thanal has taken the task of facilitating the GM Free campaign in the Southern region along with other groups

Other meetings 

· On April 7th discussions were held with tribal women farmers from Attapady, Palakkad, focussing on food sovereignty.  

· On April 17th we participated in a consultation organised by the M S Swaminathan Committee to study the agraina problems in Kuttanad in Kerala.

· Usha was also invited for a Seed Savers Conference in Dharmasthala, Karnataka on May 29th which was co-organised by Green Foundation.  The meeting was a large gathering of 500 farmers where the issue of GM crops and the Rice campaign was presented. 

· On April 28th, we continued our meeting with members of the Planning Board and other officials on the Paddy development in the State.  The State has shown a renewed interest in protecting its paddy cultivation on the wake of a serious food production shortage, mainly due to large conversion of paddy lands to other commercial and housing purposes.  

· On April 23rd, Usha went to meet the farmers of Kavassery in Palakkad. 

GM Campaign 

The Kerala State Biodiversity Board was formulating their Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan, and in this context, we highlighted the threat of GM crops on biodiversity. A Note on “Why Kerala should remain GM Free” was submitted and discussed.  A strategy to avoid all GM crops and to ban field trails of GM crops was adopted. These consultations were held in the second and third weeks of May and on May 22nd 2007, the State released its Plan.  Kerala thus became the first state in India to totally avoid the field trials and cropping of GM crops.  

Later in June third week, we were alerted about possible field trials of Bt Rice in Palakkad ( as one of the areas where approval to field trial Bt Rice was sought before the Central regulatory body GEAC).  A campaign was launched among the farmers and political leadership.  The campaign found its success, as the State government has written to the Central Government to keep Kerala GM Free and not to allow field trials of any GM crops.  The media was also sensitised about the issue and many news programmes have appeared since then highlighting this issue.  The same is the case in Tamilnadu and Karnataka also, where GM is a serious issue with strong public opinion against it.  In West Bengal, our interactions through SEVA with farmers and scientists in the State, have also created serious apprehensions, and they are alerted on the impacts of GM crops and its threat to food, seed and national sovereignty. 
Seed Banks
Discussions have started with CREATE in Tamilnadu and the Kissan Jyothi Club in Wyanad to start seed banks of rice varieties.  The Wyanad farmers also participated in a training for management of indigenous cattle breeds along with Anthra, an organisation in Andhra Pradesh. 

By the first week of June, after the WORA, the Living Farms in Orissa  have started seed bank work, and this programme has been an off shoot of the rice campaign.  A seed sovereignty workshop was organised where the farmers from Wyanad participated. 
Protecting traditional variety of seeds 
In Nagercoil a few farmers, one prominent miller and a few traders have come together under the facilitation of CREATE – Sri Ponnambalam, to start a programme to revive and conserve traditional variety of seeds of rice.  This programme supported by the rice campaign was organised on April 25th, where farmers decided to start cultivation of Nattu Chemba. A local variety with a guaranteed market in the nearby town of Trivandrum.  Five other traditional varieties were also identified for cultivation,  The miller, Mr Gautam has promised to procure the paddy at a premium and market it as a speciality product.  This is a good start for a Rice chain model that we will be attempting as part of our programme.
Administration

In the last one year, Thanal has been running the Save Rice Campaign from its own funds and with some support from HIVOS ( through a small grant project to address farmers issues in West Bengal, Orissa, Tamilnadu and Kerala ) and Pesticide Action Network –Asia and Pacific ( for the Week of Rice Action – WORA 2007 ).  But we find it difficult to continue with out clearing the available funds from EED due to lack of FCRA clearance.  Now CREATE, our partner organisation in Tamilnadu has agreed to administer the project and a few meetings in May and June were done together to finalise the procedures for administering and coordinating the programme. 

 Annexure - 1

Strengthening the collective campaigning among the farmers in South India on policies and technologies affecting farmer interest and highlighting the farmer’s initiatives to ensure food sovereignty.


Protect the Farmers, Save the Country

Stop Genetically Modified Crops on our Fields and Food
Introduction:  

As part of the objectives of this programme, the following events were organized 

1.  A meeting on the Indian Farmers Day – 23rd December 2006 at Tanjavore in Tamilnadu organized jointly by organisations from Tamilnadu, Kerala, Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh.
(A Joint Programme of Farmers, Traders & Consumers)


Every twenty third of December is being observed as Indian Farmers Day. The Tamil Nadu Organic Farmers Movement (TOAM) in collaboration with Federation of consumer organization Tamil Nadu and Pondicherry (FEDCOT) came together with the Tamil Nadu Traders Association and supported  by voluntary organizations such as CREATE- TAMIL NADU, THANAL- TRIVANDRUM, LAW TRUST-NAGAPATTINAM AND SEVA TRUST organized the Indian Farmers Day on 23rd December 2006 at Tanjore the rice basin of South India.  This event was unique and the response of all sections of the society was overwhelming. The farmers, the traders and the consumers collectively responded for a national cause which is unique in the history of liberation movements. Together the voice was heard in Tamilnadu, that we demand protection of the farmers and their livelihood as well as the rights of the traders and the safety of the consumers.  Farmers from Kerala, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka and Maharashtra have extended their solidarity by participating in good numbers. 

OBJECTIVES 

1) To bring the farmers, consumers, traders and political parties together to understand and highlight the issues of genetically modified crops and food.

2) To raise the issue of agrarian policy.

3) To celebrate the experiences of organic farmers, their knowledge and culture on the Indian Farmers Day. 

Participants: More than 1300 Farmers, Traders and Consumer activists.  

The seminar was presided over by Organic Farming Scientist Sri. G Nammalvar in the presence of Prof. P. Duraisingam, Chairman, Consumer Co-ordination Council, New Delhi and Sri. Vellaiyan, President, Tamil Nadu Traders Association. Mrs. C.Packialakshmi, General Secretary, FEDCOT, Mr.A.Y.S.P. Antonyswamy, Managing Director, Hotel Parisutham and an Organic Farmer, Mr. Elangoven, Ex. M.L.A., Mr. Thirunavukarasu, President, Tamilnadu Organic Agriculturist Movement, Mr. Jayaraman, CREATE, Mr. Ambalavanan were also present.

In his Presidential address Mr. Nammalvar said “Our mother land accepts whatever we say as waste and in return feed us continually”. But we pour chemicals and make our lands infertile. More than 620 million people are Farmers in our country but the contribution to the National income is only1.8%. Since 1960 our Agriculture had been converted as commercial farming.  He declared unequivocally that “farmers do not need any seeds or technology from America and other Western Countries, and that with 10,000 years of farming history and experience, it is our farmers who can teach them how to do ethical and sustainable farming”  All the failures in the farming sector we see today is only because we adopted their technology and methods, that has left our farmers, fields and food poisoned.  He warned that farmers will not allow any GM crops to be cropped or sold in this country.”

Representing the Tamil Nadu Traders Mr. Vellaiyan in his inaugural address emotionally calls for a united effort of Traders, Farmers and Consumer activists against the commercialized capitalists. He has quoted the meeting of Mr. Mukesh Ambani with the Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu with regarding supply of fresh vegetables from the fields to the city dwellers by installing more than thousand aircrafts. He insisted that there is no need for agricultural import for our country where more than 75% of the people are depending on agricultural. He termed the efforts of the farmers against the imposition of genetically modified crops and seeds as the second freedom struggle.

Prof. Duraisingam expressed his dissatisfaction that the farmer’s struggles for life and livelihood were not understood by many citizens. In this regard he extended the whole hearted support and involvement of consumer activists and consumer movement in the state.

Ms. Jesu Rethinam representing the Coastal Action Network Tamil Nadu said the farmers of coastal districts were the worst affected section of the population mainly due to prawn industries. Also many fishermen families were affected due to CRZ 1991 Act which permits unauthorized encroachment of MNCs. Unfortunately Scientists like M.S. Swaminathan were supporting such damages to the farmers and the fisher folk.

Mr. Chellamuthu explained in detail their action of destroying the filed trials of Bt-Rice in Tamilnadu and  questioned the harassment done to the farmers who had removed the B.T crops cultivated in Coimbatore district. The Government officials are silent about the unauthorized entry of American company which experiment the B.T. seeds in our mother land.

Sri. Devinder Sharma, Chairman, Forum for Food Security and Biotechnology, New Delhi, compared the tsunami which took place two years ago with a tsunami which destroys a farmers for the past forty years. He said “For every five hours one farmer is committing suicide and since 1993 more than 1.5 lakh farmers died. In the name of Green Revolution our fields were poisoned and the seeds were destroyed. During the freedom struggle Mahatma Gandhi started the salt sathyagraha, similarly to protect our agricultural and the rights of the farmers we have to organize an organic farming sathyagraha today. Mr. Nammalvar is doing the same sathyagraha what was done by Mahatma Gandhi in those days. 

Using the Genetically modified process scientists may produce glittering tobacco. The same technique had been used to produce shining cows. If this is allowed to continue the scientists may one day `produce paddy that gives the properties of breast milk. Then they claim that from rice or from paddy we can get mothers milk. We have to collectively struggle to end such atrocity against humanity particularly which are against the farmers who are the feeders of the world.

TECHNICAL SESSION

Ms. Kavitha Kuruganthi – Centre for sustainable Agriculture. Hyderabad, presented her experiential learning and concerns on G.M crops and impact on farming sector. She also talked in detail about the biosafety norms and its gross violations even at the level of the Genetic Engineering Approval Committee (GEAC).  Ms. Usha, Thanal, Trivandrum, critically analyzed the Agriculture Development-State policy change, over the years and highlkihted the need for a farmer-centred approach to policy making in the country. Dr. Venkada Reddy, Vice President, KRRS, Karnataka reviewed the situation on GM-Crops and impact on health. Sri. Vijay Jayavanthia, Shetkari Sanghatana, Vidharba, Maharastra spoke on the agricultural crisis and farmers sucides, especially in the region he comes from, and spoke in detail about why farmers should come together to put forward the demands in a joint and common platform. All the resource persons have enlightened  the participants on the ill effects of B.T. Cotton and B.T. Brinjal and called for united struggle against the Multi National’s invasion in  our lives and livelihoods. 

The technical session extended up to 3.00 p.m. in the afternoon.  Cultural programmes were also conducted highlighting the conference theme. 

2. A Procession through Tanjavore and to the public meeting, led by farmer leaders

A mass procession of Farmers, Traders and Consumer Activists was organized protesting the introduction of GM crops and GM food on 23rd December itself . The procession started at 4.00 p.m. from Thomban Kudisai and reached Thilakar Thidal in Tanjore. More than 3,500 representatives from Farmers Federations, Traders Associations, Consumer Federations, Voluntary Organizations and Women Self Help Groups participated in the procession.  The participants also included the farmers and movements from other South Indian states as well. Mr. Nammalvar along with Sri Devinder Sharma, Mr. John Britto, Mr. Sethuraman and other leaders led the procession.

3. A Public Meeting  presided by farmer leaders and political parties as well as experts and well covered by media  - Declaration from the Indian Farmers Day 

A Public Meeting was organized on the same day (23rd December 2006) at Tanjore. It was presided over by Sri. K.K.R. Lenin, State General Secretary Tamil Nadu Organic Farmers Movement in the presence of Sri. Nammalzvar, Sri. G.Balakrishnan, Sri. P. Ramaswamy, Sri. Sridhar R, Coordinator THANAL, and Dr. Muthulakshmi, Tamil Nadu Organic Farmers Movement. Leaders of all the major political organizations in Tamilnadu spoke at the meeting.  Many eminent personalities in the field of agriculture, trade and consumer activism also addressed the gathering. The meeting went upto 10.00 p.m.  All the speakers were stressing the need for collective action against the policies of the Government with regard to GM corps and GM foods and demanding the authorities to withdraw the experiments and indirect imposition of GM crops (BT Brinjal, BT cotton and BT Paddy).The Public Meeting was concluded with a charter of demands to the Central and State Governments.

The following resolutions were passed in the seminar:

Demand for a GM-Free India

1. The forum demands that the government declare India as GM-Free 

2. Keeping in mind various issues including food sovereignty and trade security, the forum demands immediate stoppage of all research and trials of GM crops in India

3. No GM seeds and foods should be allowed to be imported into the country

4. The forum demands that the approach for the future of Indian agriculture be based on ecological and sustainable farming.

Save Farmers – Save India 

1. Farmers’ incomes should be fixed and ensured by including them in the Sixth Pay Commission recommendations.

2. The forum demands that the State and Central Governments write off all debts of farmers across the country.

3. The forum recognizes that Hunger is a direct outcome of globalization and liberalization policies that are fast eroding food entitlements at three levels.

· The food security system (Minimum Support Price & Public Distribution Systems) is being dismantled

· Food entitlements have been undermined by reducing purchasing power due to collapse of rural incomes (which are an outcome of depressed farm prices due to deregulation of trade)

· Food production is declining with trade liberalization shifting India’s agriculture policies from ‘food first to export first’.

In this context, this Forum demands that Agriculture should be excluded from WTO and other Free Trade Agreements. 

4. The forum demands that cultivable land should not be allotted to industries, special economic zones and other commercial purposes. 

5. The minimum support price fixed for agricultural products should be revised based on cost of living index. 

6. All factories that are polluting land and water resources should be closed down.

7. All encroachments on water bodies, common lands and forest areas should be identified and removed. 

8. It is clear beyond doubt that chemical pesticides are not needed for sustaining and increasing agriculture production and for crop protection.  Therefore, State and Central Governments should stop promoting and recommending chemical pesticides to farmers and that such recommending officers should be subjected to public enquiry for risking the lives of farmers and contaminating the environment.

Specific Demands to Tamil Nadu state government

9. As suggested by the National Farmers’ Commission, Tamil Nadu State Government should provide bank loan at 4% interest to all farming households (The forum demands that this should include Self Help Groups). 

10. Renovation of tanks should be taken up on a large scale and the Tamil Nadu State Government should form a monitoring committee consisting of all farmers’ organizations to monitor such renovation.

11. The Tamil Nadu State Government is asked to permit tapping of toddy from coconut and palmyra trees to protect the coconut growers and workers associated with this profession.

12. Tamil Nadu state government should set precedence to the rest of the country by banning pesticide usage in agriculture.

4. An advocacy meeting of farmer leaders, activists, planners and political leaders in Trivandrum – on 21st December 2006

 
In Trivandrum, in the context of the Indian Farmers Day, a meeting was organized on the 21st December from 2.30 pm to 5.30 pm.  This was organized by Thanal.  The topic of the seminar was “Agrarian Crisis and the Ever-green Revolution in the Context of Agriculture Sector planning in Kerala.”.  The meeting was well attended by farmer leaders, planners, activists organizations, government officers, agriculture experts etc.  Dr Devinder Sharma spoke in detail about the various linkages between policy, trade and the farmers lives and how these linkages have been ruptured in favour of multi-national entities and leading the farmer to suicide.  He put forward the demand, echoed by many farmers organizations that the Sixth Pay Commission should address the income for farmers issue.  Sri Vijay Jawandhi brought to the crowd a grim picture of farming in the country, especially in his region, Maharashtra and spoke about how being a farmer himself the policies of the last half a century has been so detrimental to the farmer, disempowering them.  Dr Thomas Varghese, Chairman, Kerala State Agriculture Prices Board spoke about how farm produce has always been deprived of any increase in prices, and hence the farmer has been deprived of a increase in income.  This he compared with the rise in incomes for various sections of the population.  He said that according to calculations made, rice should now be priced at Rs.  26 / kilo and Coconut at Rs. 16 per nut.  Dr K N Harilal, Member, Kerala State Planing Board then spoke about the crisis facing the State regarding the farming sector, and how the State was totally cash-strapped mostly due to the policies of the Central Government.  A heated debate followed the seminar.  The meeting helped reach out to many the need for looking at technology and reforms vis a vis farmers real needs and how, this was never actually addressed. 

5. A Strategy meeting on 24th December 2006 at Tanjavore, with leaders, and activists who have come to attend the Indian Farmers day on future course of actions for the taking this collective and movement forward.
On the day following the Tanjavore Indian Farmers Day meeting,  the leaders of the farmers organizations and activists met on a strategy meeting.  This was more so a meeting of the GM-Free Indian Coalition, with most of its members represented.  The meeting started at 9.00 am and went on to 1.00 pm.  After the first level of sharing of activities that each group had done, each shared their future course of actions.  All the participants agreed to the need for a concerted activity in Tamilnadu, as so many farmers movements, consumers and traders have come together and political organizations have given support.  Now  we need to work concertedly with the farmers and panchayaths.  Moreover, Sri. Devinder Sharma also agreed to make a paper on the Income Commission for Farmers that would be discussed among the farmers groups. 

S Usha 

Save our Rice Campaign

c/o Thanal,

H-3 Jawahar Nagar, Kowdiar, Thiruvananthapuram – 695003
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