Strengthening the collective campaigning among the farmers in South India on policies and technologies affecting farmer interest and highlighting the farmer’s initiatives to ensure food sovereignty.

Protect the Farmers, Save the Country

Stop Genetically Modified Crops on our Fields and Food
Introduction:  

As part of the objectives of this programme, the following events were organized 

1.  A meeting on the Indian Farmers Day – 23rd December 2006 at Tanjavore in Tamilnadu organized jointly by organisations from Tamilnadu, Kerala, Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh.
(A Joint Programme of Farmers, Traders & Consumers)


Every twenty third of December is being observed as Indian Farmers Day. The Tamil Nadu Organic Farmers Movement (TOAM) in collaboration with Federation of consumer organization Tamil Nadu and Pondicherry (FEDCOT) came together with the Tamil Nadu Traders Association and supported  by voluntary organizations such as CREATE- TAMIL NADU, THANAL- TRIVANDRUM, LAW TRUST-NAGAPATTINAM AND SEVA TRUST organized the Indian Farmers Day on 23rd December 2006 at Tanjore the rice basin of South India.  This event was unique and the response of all sections of the society was overwhelming. The farmers, the traders and the consumers collectively responded for a national cause which is unique in the history of liberation movements. Together the voice was heard in Tamilnadu, that we demand protection of the farmers and their livelihood as well as the rights of the traders and the safety of the consumers.  Farmers from Kerala, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka and Maharashtra have extended their solidarity by participating in good numbers. 

OBJECTIVES 

1) To bring the farmers, consumers, traders and political parties together to understand and highlight the issues of genetically modified crops and food.

2) To raise the issue of agrarian policy.

3) To celebrate the experiences of organic farmers, their knowledge and culture on the Indian Farmers Day. 

Participants: More than 1300 Farmers, Traders and Consumer activists.  

The seminar was presided over by Organic Farming Scientist Sri. G Nammalvar in the presence of Prof. P. Duraisingam, Chairman, Consumer Co-ordination Council, New Delhi and Sri. Vellaiyan, President, Tamil Nadu Traders Association. Mrs. C.Packialakshmi, General Secretary, FEDCOT, Mr.A.Y.S.P. Antonyswamy, Managing Director, Hotel Parisutham and an Organic Farmer, Mr. Elangoven, Ex. M.L.A., Mr. Thirunavukarasu, President, Tamilnadu Organic Agriculturist Movement, Mr. Jayaraman, CREATE, Mr. Ambalavanan were also present.

In his Presidential address Mr. Nammalvar said “Our mother land accepts whatever we say as waste and in return feed us continually”. But we pour chemicals and make our lands infertile. More than 620 million people are Farmers in our country but the contribution to the National income is only1.8%. Since 1960 our Agriculture had been converted as commercial farming.  He declared unequivocally that “farmers do not need any seeds or technology from America and other Western Countries, and that with 10,000 years of farming history and experience, it is our farmers who can teach them how to do ethical and sustainable farming”  All the failures in the farming sector we see today is only because we adopted their technology and methods, that has left our farmers, fields and food poisoned.  He warned that farmers will not allow any GM crops to be cropped or sold in this country.”
Representing the Tamil Nadu Traders Mr. Vellaiyan in his inaugural address emotionally calls for a united effort of Traders, Farmers and Consumer activists against the commercialized capitalists. He has quoted the meeting of Mr. Mukesh Ambani with the Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu with regarding supply of fresh vegetables from the fields to the city dwellers by installing more than thousand aircrafts. He insisted that there is no need for agricultural import for our country where more than 75% of the people are depending on agricultural. He termed the efforts of the farmers against the imposition of genetically modified crops and seeds as the second freedom struggle.

Prof. Duraisingam expressed his dissatisfaction that the farmer’s struggles for life and livelihood were not understood by many citizens. In this regard he extended the whole hearted support and involvement of consumer activists and consumer movement in the state.

Ms. Jesu Rethinam representing the Coastal Action Network Tamil Nadu said the farmers of coastal districts were the worst affected section of the population mainly due to prawn industries. Also many fishermen families were affected due to CRZ 1991 Act which permits unauthorized encroachment of MNCs. Unfortunately Scientists like M.S. Swaminathan were supporting such damages to the farmers and the fisher folk.

Mr. Chellamuthu explained in detail their action of destroying the filed trials of Bt-Rice in Tamilnadu and  questioned the harassment done to the farmers who had removed the B.T crops cultivated in Coimbatore district. The Government officials are silent about the unauthorized entry of American company which experiment the B.T. seeds in our mother land.

Sri. Devinder Sharma, Chairman, Forum for Food Security and Biotechnology, New Delhi, compared the tsunami which took place two years ago with a tsunami which destroys a farmers for the past forty years. He said “For every five hours one farmer is committing suicide and since 1993 more than 1.5 lakh farmers died. In the name of Green Revolution our fields were poisoned and the seeds were destroyed. During the freedom struggle Mahatma Gandhi started the salt sathyagraha, similarly to protect our agricultural and the rights of the farmers we have to organize an organic farming sathyagraha today. Mr. Nammalvar is doing the same sathyagraha what was done by Mahatma Gandhi in those days. 

Using the Genetically modified process scientists may produce glittering tobacco. The same technique had been used to produce shining cows. If this is allowed to continue the scientists may one day `produce paddy that gives the properties of breast milk. Then they claim that from rice or from paddy we can get mothers milk. We have to collectively struggle to end such atrocity against humanity particularly which are against the farmers who are the feeders of the world.

TECHNICAL SESSION

Ms. Kavitha Kuruganthi – Centre for sustainable Agriculture. Hyderabad, presented her experiential learning and concerns on G.M crops and impact on farming sector. She also talked in detail about the biosafety norms and its gross violations even at the level of the Genetic Engineering Approval Committee (GEAC).  Ms. Usha, Thanal, Trivandrum, critically analyzed the Agriculture Development-State policy change, over the years and highlkihted the need for a farmer-centred approach to policy making in the country. Dr. Venkada Reddy, Vice President, KRRS, Karnataka reviewed the situation on GM-Crops and impact on health. Sri. Vijay Jayavanthia, Shetkari Sanghatana, Vidharba, Maharastra spoke on the agricultural crisis and farmers sucides, especially in the region he comes from, and spoke in detail about why farmers should come together to put forward the demands in a joint and common platform. All the resource persons have enlightened  the participants on the ill effects of B.T. Cotton and B.T. Brinjal and called for united struggle against the Multi National’s invasion in  our lives and livelihoods. 
The technical session extended up to 3.00 p.m. in the afternoon.  Cultural programmes were also conducted highlighting the conference theme. 

2. A Procession through Tanjavore and to the public meeting, led by farmer leaders
A mass procession of Farmers, Traders and Consumer Activists was organized protesting the introduction of GM crops and GM food on 23rd December itself . The procession started at 4.00 p.m. from Thomban Kudisai and reached Thilakar Thidal in Tanjore. More than 3,500 representatives from Farmers Federations, Traders Associations, Consumer Federations, Voluntary Organizations and Women Self Help Groups participated in the procession.  The participants also included the farmers and movements from other South Indian states as well. Mr. Nammalvar along with Sri Devinder Sharma, Mr. John Britto, Mr. Sethuraman and other leaders led the procession.

3. A Public Meeting  presided by farmer leaders and political parties as well as experts and well covered by media  - Declaration from the Indian Farmers Day 

A Public Meeting was organized on the same day (23rd December 2006) at Tanjore. It was presided over by Sri. K.K.R. Lenin, State General Secretary Tamil Nadu Organic Farmers Movement in the presence of Sri. Nammalzvar, Sri. G.Balakrishnan, Sri. P. Ramaswamy, Sri. Sridhar R, Coordinator THANAL, and Dr. Muthulakshmi, Tamil Nadu Organic Farmers Movement. Leaders of all the major political organizations in Tamilnadu spoke at the meeting.  Many eminent personalities in the field of agriculture, trade and consumer activism also addressed the gathering. The meeting went upto 10.00 p.m.  All the speakers were stressing the need for collective action against the policies of the Government with regard to GM corps and GM foods and demanding the authorities to withdraw the experiments and indirect imposition of GM crops (BT Brinjal, BT cotton and BT Paddy).The Public Meeting was concluded with a charter of demands to the Central and State Governments.

The following resolutions were passed in the seminar:

Demand for a GM-Free India

1. The forum demands that the government declare India as GM-Free 

2. Keeping in mind various issues including food sovereignty and trade security, the forum demands immediate stoppage of all research and trials of GM crops in India

3. No GM seeds and foods should be allowed to be imported into the country

4. The forum demands that the approach for the future of Indian agriculture be based on ecological and sustainable farming.

Save Farmers – Save India 
1. Farmers’ incomes should be fixed and ensured by including them in the Sixth Pay Commission recommendations.

2. The forum demands that the State and Central Governments write off all debts of farmers across the country.

3. The forum recognizes that Hunger is a direct outcome of globalization and liberalization policies that are fast eroding food entitlements at three levels.

· The food security system (Minimum Support Price & Public Distribution Systems) is being dismantled

· Food entitlements have been undermined by reducing purchasing power due to collapse of rural incomes (which are an outcome of depressed farm prices due to deregulation of trade)

· Food production is declining with trade liberalization shifting India’s agriculture policies from ‘food first to export first’.

In this context, this Forum demands that Agriculture should be excluded from WTO and other Free Trade Agreements. 

4. The forum demands that cultivable land should not be allotted to industries, special economic zones and other commercial purposes. 

5. The minimum support price fixed for agricultural products should be revised based on cost of living index. 

6. All factories that are polluting land and water resources should be closed down.

7. All encroachments on water bodies, common lands and forest areas should be identified and removed. 

8. It is clear beyond doubt that chemical pesticides are not needed for sustaining and increasing agriculture production and for crop protection.  Therefore, State and Central Governments should stop promoting and recommending chemical pesticides to farmers and that such recommending officers should be subjected to public enquiry for risking the lives of farmers and contaminating the environment.

Specific Demands to Tamil Nadu state government

9. As suggested by the National Farmers’ Commission, Tamil Nadu State Government should provide bank loan at 4% interest to all farming households (The forum demands that this should include Self Help Groups). 

10. Renovation of tanks should be taken up on a large scale and the Tamil Nadu State Government should form a monitoring committee consisting of all farmers’ organizations to monitor such renovation.

11. The Tamil Nadu State Government is asked to permit tapping of toddy from coconut and palmyra trees to protect the coconut growers and workers associated with this profession.

12. Tamil Nadu state government should set precedence to the rest of the country by banning pesticide usage in agriculture.
4. An advocacy meeting of farmer leaders, activists, planners and political leaders in Trivandrum – on 21st December 2006

 
In Trivandrum, in the context of the Indian Farmers Day, a meeting was organized on the 21st December from 2.30 pm to 5.30 pm.  This was organized by Thanal.  The topic of the seminar was “Agrarian Crisis and the Ever-green Revolution in the Context of Agriculture Sector planning in Kerala.”.  The meeting was well attended by farmer leaders, planners, activists organizations, government officers, agriculture experts etc.  Dr Devinder Sharma spoke in detail about the various linkages between policy, trade and the farmers lives and how these linkages have been ruptured in favour of multi-national entities and leading the farmer to suicide.  He put forward the demand, echoed by many farmers organizations that the Sixth Pay Commission should address the income for farmers issue.  Sri Vijay Jawandhi brought to the crowd a grim picture of farming in the country, especially in his region, Maharashtra and spoke about how being a farmer himself the policies of the last half a century has been so detrimental to the farmer, disempowering them.  Dr Thomas Varghese, Chairman, Kerala State Agriculture Prices Board spoke about how farm produce has always been deprived of any increase in prices, and hence the farmer has been deprived of a increase in income.  This he compared with the rise in incomes for various sections of the population.  He said that according to calculations made, rice should now be priced at Rs.  26 / kilo and Coconut at Rs. 16 per nut.  Dr K N Harilal, Member, Kerala State Planing Board then spoke about the crisis facing the State regarding the farming sector, and how the State was totally cash-strapped mostly due to the policies of the Central Government.  A heated debate followed the seminar.  The meeting helped reach out to many the need for looking at technology and reforms vis a vis farmers real needs and how, this was never actually addressed. 
5. A Strategy meeting on 24th December 2006 at Tanjavore, with leaders, and activists who have come to attend the Indian Farmers day on future course of actions for the taking this collective and movement forward.
On the day following the Tanjavore Indian Farmers Day meeting,  the leaders of the farmers organizations and activists met on a strategy meeting.  This was more so a meeting of the GM-Free Indian Coalition, with most of its members represented.  The meeting started at 9.00 am and went on to 1.00 pm.  After the first level of sharing of activities that each group had done, each shared their future course of actions.  All the participants agreed to the need for a concerted activity in Tamilnadu, as so many farmers movements, consumers and traders have come together and political organizations have given support.  Now  we need to work concertedly with the farmers and panchayaths.  Moreover, Sri. Devinder Sharma also agreed to make a paper on the Income Commission for Farmers that would be discussed among the farmers groups. 
